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choose their own company, is now being pressed
into the service of the agitators as a grievance of
great force or of great value. The question of the
emigration of coolies from India to South Africa,
the Pacific Coast, and elsewhere is not a particu-
larly serious one from an Indian point of view,
though it raises an Imperial issue of the first
magnitude, and, in spite of what agitators may say,
emigrating Indians are quite prepared to adopt the
customs of the country to which they go, if let
alone. The idea of world or of empire citizenship
has never yet materialised in the Indian mind,
the notion of social or political equality is unknown
in the country of their origin, and they attach
little value to gaining a 'franchise, which they have
never possessed. However that may be, foreign
countries and our own colonies will have their
way in this matter, and it is as impossible, as it
would be unbecoming, for the British Govern-
ment to attempt to impose upon others free trade
principles in respect of labour, which, in fact,
it never does, and in this country never will,
enforce.

Under the existing system unskilled labourers
from India have been emigrating to Natal for em-
ployment as agriculturists and as miners, till some
30,000 have been absorbed, and are working
under indentures, not only without complaint, but
to their own profit and satisfaction. There is also